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(1) What are we supposed to do?
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(4) It is not worth mentioning what we have
done.
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(7) How are we feeling today?
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(9)We are a grandmother.
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(11) Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers
brought forth on this conlinenl a new nalion,
conceived in liberty,and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in
a great civil war, testing whether that nation so
conceived and so dedicaled, can long endurc. We
have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that
that nation might live. lt is altogether fitting and
proper that we should do this. But,in a large sense,
we can’t dedicate—we can’t consecrate—we can’t
hollow—this ground.
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Usage and pragmatic distance of the plural first person deixis
in English and Chinese

LIU Yang
(School of Foreign Languages , Guangdong University of Petrochemical Technology , Maoming 525000, China)

Abstract: The plural form of first person deixis shows not only both sides of speakers,but also single speaker or

single listener. This change relates to different status,role and position of the speaker. This paper discusses the

usages of the plural form of first person deixis in different occasions, and points out that the proper plural form of

first person deixis used on the basis of different demands. Adjusting pragmatic distance between the speaker and

the listener can create harmonious language environment and delighted mentality, and then achieve the best

communicative effect.

Key words:dcixis; plural form of first person; pragmalic dislance
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